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Instructors are award-winning 
educators who have worked with 
gifted children for more than 10 

years and who develop  
curriculum for the gifted child.   

 
Karen Guerrero, MAEd, the 

Academy’s coordinator, is an  
instructor in the Education  

department at Mesa Community 
College and at ASU, was Ari-

zona’s Cox Teacher of the Year 
and National Technology Innova-
tor of the Year for the Elementary 

Classroom, and is a Teacher 
Consultant for the Arizona Geo-

graphic Alliance. 
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MCC is offering the 2010 Future 
Leaders Academy for the Gifted to 
meet the needs of your bright,  
innovative, active son or daughter.  
The students will choose four inter-
disciplinary classes in the areas of 
science, language, social studies, 
math and technology that will target 
multiple intelligences, real-world 
experiences, discovery, innovation 
and problem solving.  The students 
will have the opportunity to explore 
their own interests while developing 
their talents and skills.  This  
Academy’s primary focus is to  
foster the minds of our future  
leaders in a safe, exciting, learning 
environment where the students will 
have a great time engaging their 
minds and developing educational 
goals for their future. 

 

 

 

**Students will need to bring a sack 
lunch and drink each day** 

 

 

Ooey, Gooey, Icky Science!   
Real Scientists know how to get messy—REALLY messy!  You will have to roll up your 
sleeves while predicting, calculating, measuring, hypothesizing, observing, connecting, 
designing, constructing, reasoning and discovering how fun science can be.   
WARNING:  Change of clothes may be necessary!   
 

Around the World in 80/20 Days   
Explore the world in eighty divided by twenty days.  This class will explore the seven Natural 
Wonders of the World, the seven Ancient Wonders of the World, and the seven Modern 
Wonders of the World.  Through geography, technology, mathematics and literature you will 
travel the world on an amazing adventure you will never forget! 

 

“Beam Me Up Scotty”   
Time to leave earth and explore outer space!  You will look at our galaxy and marvel at all it's 
splendor.  Besides studying the planets you will learn about asteroids, stars, comets, the sun, 
and how all of these things work together to create our galaxy.  You will create a model to 
demonstrate how the sun, moon, and earth rotate, revolve and spin in order to give us days/
nights and months and years.  We will study solar and lunar eclipses and will integrate math 
to figure out diameter and circumference using pi.  We will compare and contrast the planets 
and their properties and we will share our findings.  This class is perfect for someone who 
loves learning about what is beyond our earth. 

 
 

Tiger Rising  Literature Circle   
 Let's read a great book together and challenge our literature circle discussions.  "The Tiger 
Rising" is a fiction book written by Kate DiCamillo.  It's about a boy who struggles with the 
loss of his mother and a skin disease that leaves him bullied at school.  He tries hard to forget 
about the difficulties of his life and bury his emotions and thoughts deep down inside.  His 
only friend is a young girl who challenges him to face his fears, including freeing a tiger!  His 
emotional journey will captivate you and leave you wanting to read, read, read.  Our discus-
sions will extend our vocabulary, challenge our deeper level of thinking, and touch our 
hearts.   This class is for the one who loves reading and talking about stories and enjoys the 
journey through another's eyes.  Reading level for this class needs to be at least at the fourth 
grade level - no exceptions.  We'll keep a small journal of our thoughts and discussions and 
students will have the opportunity to lead the literature circle themselves.  Each student will 
also complete a book review and recommendation.   
 
 
 

American Revolution Comes to Life   
Ever wonder what it was like to live in 1776?  We'll need YOU to travel through time and be a 
part of the re-enactment of the American Revolution.  We'll need a Queen of England, many 
young British soldiers, many young American soldiers, our founding fathers, and fellow 
countrymen and women to participate in a live dramatization of what it was like to win the 
freedom of our country!  We'll first study the facts of the American Revolution to fully learn 
and appreciate how our freedom was won.  Then we will act out the events that led to our 
country's freedom.  We will learn what a day in the life of a soldier is like and we'll write letters 
to the soldiers currently in Iraq to encourage them and thank them for their duty and service. 
 
 

Everyday is a Birthday   
Do you love birthday parties?  This week we will celebrate authors, inventors, and other 
famous people and places through cross-curricular methods—while having fun!  Learning 
should be celebrated everyday and in this class it will be. 

MCC Golf Academy     
The MCC Golf Academy is structured to teach the fundamentals of golf from a professional 
golf teacher with over 10 years experience.  Learn all aspects of the game:  Long game, short 
game, chipping and putting in a junior-friendly, safe environment. You will not only be intro-
duced to the sport but will learn the physics behind the swing and golf flight.  This class will 
challenge you in a new way that will help you develop a sport that you can take into adult-
hood.  
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G.E.O.D.E.S.   ‘Geography Enrichment Opportuni-
ties while Discovering Earth Sciences’    
Ever crack open a rock and find amazing crystals inside?  This class will 
be as exciting as that!  We will learn about all the cool rocks, gems and 
minerals found around the world while conducting experiments and 
creating maps out of earth materials.  You will meet a real Geologist and 
learn how to study the rocks you find around your home and rocks that 
are a billion years old.  You will take home a collection of rocks that will 
begin a life-long journey of exploration and discovery. 
 
 
 

Math is Cool 101     
Math genius – this is for you!  In this class you will use algebra to find out 
how much material is needed to make a jersey for a mouse and an 
elephant, use bubble wrap to construct a mathematical equation, collect 
baseball cards while studying statistics and use a camera to take pic-
tures of math in the real world.  Get your brains ready to problem solve 
and calculate the coolest math problems ever! 

‘Map My World By Heart ’   
 You will leave this class knowing how to map the entire world by heart.  
You will spend every day mapping the world using graphing paper, paint, 
sidewalk chalk, computers and even food.  We will research a multitude 
of maps including historical, physical, political and topographical maps, 
use the computer to venture into G.I.S. (Geographic Information Sys-
tems), and learn that even your body and secret hiding place can be 
mapped.  Students will have the time of their lives while learning about 
our world and becoming Junior Cartographers. 

 

Hip Hop Dancing   
Do you love to dance?  Do you listen to music all day everyday?  If so, 
this class is for you.  Learn from one of Arizona’s top hip-hop dance 
crews how to move to the beat.  A performance will be shared for all on 
Thursday. 
 
 

Poetry Under the Canopy   
Journey your way through the layers of the rainforest and explore the 
unique animal and plant life under the canopy.  The rainforest is alive 
with sounds, smells, sights, and wonders yet to be discovered.  Here, 
you'll learn about the layers of the rainforest, the plant and animal life, the 
people of the rainforest, how the rainforest is beneficial to the environ-
ment and the consequences to cutting down the rainforest.  We'll engage 
in a debate over the pros and cons to cutting down the rainforest and 
you'll expand your creative writing skills by writing four different forms of 
poetry on the rainforest.  You'll write a haiku, a cinquain, an acrostic, and 
a free verse poem to correspond to your four layer flip book that you will 
design and create.  Get hooked in and zip line down into a beautiful 
world of wonder!  (if time allows, we'll maintain our own "rainforest" and 
watch the effects of erosion) 
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Students will choose four of the  
following classes the week before class 

starts via email 
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